
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, July 16, 2023, 10:30 a.m.

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome and Greeting

Prelude:  "Be Thou My Vision" (Inspired by Mozart’s "Laudate Dominum") (Trad. Irish melody, arr. Faye
Lopez)

Opening Sentences

Hymn 501:  "In Christ There Is No East or West"

Opening Prayer

Special Music:  "There Is a Balm in Gilead" (Spiritual, arr. J. Harold Moyer)

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts
Doxology

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors)

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 25:19-34
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son:  Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the
Aramean.  Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer,
and his wife Rebekah conceived.  The children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is to be this
way, why do I live?’  So she went to inquire of the LORD.  And the LORD said to her, ‘Two nations are in your
womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve
the younger.’  When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first came out red,
all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterwards his brother came out, with his hand
gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.  Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  When the boys
grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents.  Isaac loved
Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau
came in from the field, and he was famished.  Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am
famished!’ (Therefore he was called Edom.)  Jacob said, ‘First sell me your birthright.’  Esau said, ‘I am about
to die; of what use is a birthright to me?’  Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’  So he swore to him, and sold his
birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his
way.  Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Sermon:  "UNCOMFORTABLE FAVORITISM"

Hymn 492:  "God of All Love"

Benediction

Benediction Response 497 (v. 1 and 3):  "Blest Be the Tie That Binds"
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  We
share each other's woes, each other's burdens bear; and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

Greet One Another

Participants:  Pastor Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Jen Hall, Bill Baldwin








